THE   YEZIDEES

Fakirs. These wear coarse dresses of black or dark-
brown canvas, which reach only as far as the knees.
Their office is to perform all the menial work con-
nected with the tomb of Sheikh Adi-, sweeping and
cleaning the sacred buildings, trimming and lighting
the holy lamps. These lamps are offerings made by
pilgrims who have visited the tomb in times of
danger or sickness.

A yearly sum is subscribed for the oil necessary
for the lamps and for the support of the priests. At
sunset each evening these lamps are lit, and give the
appearance of a multitude of stars glittering on the
side of the mountain; for not only are the lamps
placed in the shrine and walls of the courtyard, but
they are also scattered about on rocks and ledges and
in the dark corners of the woods. As the priest goes
from lamp to lamp lighting each one, men and women
pass their hands through the flame and smear their
foreheads, and those who have children do the same
to them. This reverence for fire reminds one of the
Parsees of Persia, whom these people in many ways
resemble.

Unfortunately I was unable to visit these interest-
ing villages, but I hope to do so on a future occasion.
We had intended to spend a month amongst them
during the summer of 1906,the sheikh having extended
a cordial invitation to us. My husband accordingly
went up to reconnoitre, and see if there was any place
possible either to stay in or to pitch our tent. He
found, however, that it was hardly a suitable place for
a summer holiday, as the climate was not very satis-
factory, besides which it was difficult to find a place
for the tents; so we decided we would not go that
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